
 

 

 

Sept 2016 

Kirkliston Primary School 
Dates for your 

Diary 
 

 

 

Fri 23 Sept— 

European Day of Languages 

 

Sat 1 Oct— 

KPSA Treasure Hunt/Coffee 

Morning 10am-12noon 

Thurs 6 Oct— 

“Welcome Walkabout” 1.30-

2.45pm 

Fri 14 Oct— 

Mid term begins Normal  

finishing times 

Mon 24 Oct— 

In-service day (staff only) 

Tue 25 Oct— 

Pupils resume 

Wed 26 Oct— 

Keeping Myself Safe P6 Parent’s 

Information evening 

Thurs 27 Oct— 

Tempest Photographer in 

school 

Fri 28 Oct— 

Tempest Photographer in 

school 

Harvest Festival 

 

Tue 1st Nov— 

KPSA Meeting 7-8.45pm 

Wed 2 Nov— 

School Open Day for parents 

of children going into P1 in 

August 2017 

Thurs 3 Nov— 

Parent Consultations 6-

8.30pm 

Fri 4 Nov— 

Parent Consultations 1.30-

4pm 

Mon 7 Nov— 

New P1 Registration week  

Website address:-

kirklistonprimary.co.uk  

 

Welcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to welcome all 

the children and families 

returning to Kirkliston Pri-

mary, as well as extending a 

warm welcome to all the 

families who have joined the 

school community this term. 

I know that you will find the 

community of Kirkliston en-

gaging and vibrant.  

 

 

 

Planning  

Together 
 

Although teachers know what 

experiences and outcomes 

they will be teaching each 

session, children are very 

much involved in planning 

what topics they will cover, 

what visits they will make and 

what type of home-learning 

they will undertake to devel-

op and apply their learning. 

Children who are involved in 

this process are more moti-

vated and engaged in learning 

and understand the purpose 

of why a specific topic is 

being learned. Our planning 

of topics for the session 

therefore is not prepared 

beforehand but instead in-

volves the children in deter-

mining specific topics that 

will support them in learning 

specific skills as well as 

knowledge and understanding 

of the world around us. Staff 

will be focussing on this spe-

cifically this session as part 

of our School Improvement 

Plan. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

As usual Mrs Cowan will be 

sending out pertinent dates 

for your diary till Christmas! 

 

Meet & 

Greet Event 
 

Usually at this time of the 

year, parents and carers are 

invited into their child`s 

classroom to meet their 

child`s teacher as well as find 

out about the curriculum plan 

for this session. I had decided 

to wait until the P4 and P5 

children were into their new 

classrooms which would allow 

parents to see the children`s 

new surroundings” which of 

course is partly why we have 

the event. A Welcome Walka-

bout” has been arranged for 

Thursday 6th October 1.30-

2.45m for P2-7 parents. This 

is a valuable opportunity for 

you to meet your child`s 

teacher as well as learn about 

their planned learning this 

session. 

 

Staffing 

New staff have also joined our 

ever-increasing team; this 

includes Miss Valentine (P1), 

Miss Begg (P3), Mrs Brusatte 

(P4), Miss Airlie (P5/4) and 

Miss Smith (PE). Returning 

from maternity leave are Mrs 

Bartholomew and Mrs Taylor 

whilst Mrs Arthur has gone on 

maternity leave this session. 

We all look forward to working 

closely in partnership with 

parents and carers this ses-

sion. 

City of Edinburgh 

Council Consulta-

tion on Out of 

School Care 
 
Do you use or are you inter-

ested in using out of school 

care? Do issues around out of 

school care affect your family 

life?  Following our consulta-

tion with parents, carers, 

young people and out of school 

care providers, a report has 

been compiled to explore 

thoughts, concerns and aspi-

rations around out of school 

care. If you are interested in 

accessing this report, please 

go to the following link: 

https:blogs.glowscotland.org.u

k/ce/EarlyYears/  and search 

for Out of School Care. 

 



Children 

as  

Leaders 

 

This has always been a focus 

for all children across the 

school. They are involved at 

all levels to ensure that the 

school is a safe, welcoming, 

and exciting place to learn. 

They have many opportuni-

ties to have their say and 

staff encourage the children 

to talk and listen to each 

other, to adults and to our 

community. I look forward to 

seeing our children have op-

portunities throughout the 

session to keep parents in-

formed on major issues such 

as School Improvement Plan, 

Safe Routes to School, our 

school values, Children`s 

Rights, and Charity work. 

Our new House Captains and 

Vice Captains have recently 

been elected. Congratulation 

to those who were success-

ful and congratulations also 

to those who participated 

but were unsuccessful this 

time. It takes courage to put 

yourself forward for this 

type of role and I am proud 

of all who participated.  

 

Now that this has happened it 

would be great to see parents 

and carers, and for teachers, 

to share their annual learning 

plans with you.  Please come 

along on Thursday 6th Octo-

ber.  All welcome. 

Religious  

Observance Dates 
The dates that have been 

arranged for obligatory Reli-

gious Observance this session 

are as follows 

Date Theme 

28 Oct Reaching Goals 

25 Nov F r i e n d s h i p /

Antibullying 

20 Jan N e w  v a l u e  o f 

“SERVICE” 

17 Mar Equality 

19 May SHANARRI—Being 

“Active” 

9 June I shine 

Dates will be posted on the 

school website.  Unfortunately 

Maggie has been unwell and, 

as Drew Kuzma has now moved 

on, Colin MacPhie has agreed 

to take on the assemblies with 

Mrs Henderson and supported 

by myself, Mrs Whitford and 

Mrs Fowler.  We wish Maggie 

a quick recovery. 

Please inform the school of-

fice if you do not wish your 

child to participate in these 

particular assemblies.  Work 

will be provided for your child 

during this time and they will 

be supervised accordingly by a 

PSA. 

ICT Suite 
Our former ICT suite has 

been reshaped and given a 

“face lift” to offer new seat-

ing and learning opportunities 

for groups and individuals to 

work.  Our new laptops have 

been ordered but not yet ar-

rived; we are waiting eagerly 

for them! 

Better  

Behaviour 
It is always my expectation 

that ALL our children behave 

appropriately at ALL times 

whether in the classroom or in 

the playground playing with 

friends. Every member of 

staff is well trained in a wide 

range of strategies and tech-

niques to support children to 

play well together and to en-

gage appropriately with each 

other. The school has a very 

clear positive behaviour ethos 

and our Positive Behaviour 

policy gives clear guidance 

about how this is established 

across the school. It also 

clearly states that we will 

work closely with parents/

carers when behaviours pre-

vent children from learning or 

from feeling safe whether the 

behaviour is affecting the 

individual child or indeed as 

often happens, that it affects 

other children around them. 

The school has a zero toler-

ance policy on bullying and we 

will follow up on ALL allega-

tions of bullying to ensure 

that all our children can learn 

in a safe and nurturing envi-

ronment. It has always been 

my experience that parents in 

Kirkliston want the best for 

their children and that high 

standards of behaviour are 

expected at home as well as at 

school.  

Please contact your child`s 

teacher in the first instance 

if you have any worries or 

concerns or alternatively do 

not hesitate to contact either 

myself, Mrs Whitford or Mrs 

Fowler. 

 

P4 an P5 move into 

new rooms 

It was with a lot of excite-

ment and enthusiasm that P4 

& P5 finally moved into their 

new classrooms.  The chil-

dren stated that they loved 

the smell of the new carpets, 

the freshness of the newly 

painted walls as well as the 

sound proofing, which helped 

the noise levels in the rooms.  

Outside is a shared working 

and learning area where chil-

dren can spread out from 

their classes to work on a 

wide range of tasks inde-

pendently, in pairs or small 

groups. 

This session children in P4, 

P5 and P7 have received a 

locker in which they will keep 

most of their belongings.  

They are keen to look after 

these and are aware that, 

although they are the first 

to use them, the lockers 

need to be looked after for 

many generations to come. 

The playground has also ben-

efitted from the toilet unit 

and extra classroom unit 

being taken away.  This has 

freed up a lot of space in the 

front playground for the 

children to play in. 

If you would like to come in 

and see our new facilities for 

yourself, the KPSA are hold-

ing a Treasure Hunt on Sat-

urday 1st October 10am-

12noon. 

Alternatively you can have a 

tour with your child on the 

Welcome Walkaround on 

Thursday 6th October.  Our 

traditional “Meet the Teach-

er” event had to be post-

poned until the classes 

moved into their new accom-

modation.   


