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Nursery Class: Date: 

Overview of learning: 
Snail wants to see more of the world.  

With the help of whale, snail begins her 

adventures at sea and learns about the 

importance of friendship    Learners will 

create their own ‘snail’ and ‘whale’ 

which will go with them on their journey 

from nursery to P1, and accompany 

them on their summer holiday 

adventures. 

 

Experiences and outcomes covered: 
 I enjoy exploring events and characters in stories and other texts, sharing my thoughts in different ways 

 LIT 0-01c/LIT 0-19a 

 I enjoy exploring and playing with the patterns and sounds of language, and can use what I learn  
LIT 0-01a/LIT 0-011a/LIT 0-20a 

 Within real and imaginary situations, I share experiences and feelings, ideas and information in a way that 

communicates my message LIT 0-09a 

 I enjoy exploring events and characters in stories and other texts and I use what I learn to invent my own, 

sharing these with others in imaginative ways LIT 0-09b/LIT 0-31a  

 I know that friendship, caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love are important in building positive 

relationships. As I develop and value relationships, I care and show respect for myself and other HWB 0-05a  

 I am aware of and able to express my feelings and am developing the ability to talk about them HWB 0-

01a 

 I know that we all experience a variety of thoughts & emotions that effect how we feel & behave & am 

learning ways of managing them HWB 0-02a 

 I have the freedom to discover and choose ways to create images and objects using a variety of 

materials  EXA 0-02a 

 Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings through 

drama EXA 0-13a 

 I have the freedom to use my voice, musical instruments and music technology to discover and enjoy 

playing with sounds and rhythm EXA 0-17a  

 I am developing a sense of size and amount by observing, exploring, using and communicating with 

others about things in the world around me MNU 0-01a 

 I have observed living things in the environment over time & am becoming aware of how they depend 

on each other SCN 0-01a 

 I explore & discover the interesting features of my local environment to develop an awareness of the 

world around me SOC 0-07a 

 I have experimented with imaginative ways such as modelling and drawing, to represent the world 

around me, the journeys I make and the different ways I can travel SOC 0-09a 

 

 

Home learning: 
Accompanying the project is a number 

of home learning challenges to support 

families during the transition to school.  

The main activity is based around each 

child creating their own memory jar 

which they will bring 

with them on their first 

day in P1. 
 

Links to wider world/sustainability: 
 Journeys around the world 

 Famous journeys in history 

 Map of the world beyond 

Scotland 

 

 

 

 



Focus for learning  Possible play experiences and learning opportunities  Steps for Success 

Learners can: 
 engage in ‘The Snail and the 

Whale’ story in different ways, for 

example in retelling the story with 

own words, re-enacting the story 

using puppets and props 

 discuss the story of ‘The Snail and 

the Whale’, giving reasons for likes 

and dislikes 

 participate in storytelling sessions, 

using pictures, repetitive parts if the 

story or rhyme to help make 

predictions 

 use ‘The Snail and the Whale’ to 

identify patterns in words and to 

pick out interesting and expressive 

language 

 

 

 Sequencing and ordering activities for main events of the story 

 Oral storytelling using story stones or story map to retell the 

story  

 Invent a different ending/what happened next e.g. write to 

the ‘whale’ and let him know you have found some more 

snails that want to go with him 

 Illustrate your favourite parts of the books and make your own 

book for class library  

 Use props to invent their own adapted versions of  the story 

and characters to share with the class in the role play areas 

and outdoors 

 Imaginative play in water tray/sand/outdoors  

 Vocabulary boost activities – what words can you find and use 

 Rhyming activities, e.g.  Can you find the rhyming words? Can 

you find other words which rhyme with them? 

 Plan and record a video (or audio) report about how the 

whale was saved 

 

I can: 
 put the main events of the story in 

the right order 

 retell the story in my own words 

 create a different ending for the 

stories I have heard 

 illustrate my own story and have an 

adult scribe my ideas 

 identify the rhyming words in our 

group’s rhyming box  

 

Learners can: 
 create images or models of ‘snail’ 

and ‘whale’ using a variety of 

available materials and technology 

 use a combination of art, drama, 

dance or music to re-create a 

scene from the story 

 communicate ideas and feelings 

using movement and through body 

language, gestures, actions and 

posture when re-enacting the story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Draw your own seaside picture? Can you draw a picture of 

what lives under the sea? 

 Painting/drawing/modelling/building/inventing fish, sea 

creatures etc. 

 Make a puppet of ‘snail’ and ‘whale’ e.g. cut out picture on a 

lollipop stick 

 Create torn paper snail picture based on the work of Matisse 

 Animations/iPad  

 Make glittery snail trails – use PVA glue and glitter or glitter glue 

pens to make secret snail trail letters on black card 
 Make and decorate stone snails 

 Drama, dance and musical activities based on the story 
 Create mini animated stories using props and music  

 Sing songs about seaside themes 

I can: 
 use a variety of media to create my 

artwork 

 use different materials to make a 

collage 

 use dance and drama to re-enact 

scenes from the story 

 use a percussion instrument to 

create sound effects 

 

  



Focus for learning  Possible play experiences and learning opportunities  Steps for Success 

Learners can: 

 describe characteristics of ‘snail’ 

and ‘whale’ and explain how they 

depend on each other 

 compare and describe lengths 

and heights using everyday 

language  including longer, 

shorter, taller etc. 

 identify different ways to take a 

journey 

 draw a simple map and describe 

the route of a straight-forward 

journey 

 

 Find out about snails, whales and other creatures shown in the 

book. Where do they live? What do they eat? 

 Visit a library and find out information about snails and their 

habitat 

 Collect snails/set up a snail environment for the nature corner 

and observe 

 Hold your very own snail race 

 Construct size sorting activities, e.g. shell sizes 

 Adult humpback whales are big – over 15m long. Chalk out a 

life-size outline of the whale outside and get a group of 

children to stand around the outside of it  

 Read: ‘How big is a Whale?’ 

 Go on a Nursery trip to beach/seaside/deep sea world 

 Take ‘snail’ and ‘whale’ on a local outing – create a Journey 

Stick of things collected on the way 

 Outdoor learning trails 

 Create a travel shop and make your own passports and travel 

documents 

 Maps - Where in the world would you like to travel to and why? 

What would you do when you got there? Can you find any 

pictures of this place? Find it on a map and trace what route 

you could take to get there. How many imaginative ways can 

you think of to make that journey (apart from hitching a lift on 

the tail of a whale...) 
 

I can: 
 describe some of the creatures you 

could find on a beach or near a 

rock pool 

 observe the features and habitats of 

snails 

 use appropriate language to 

compare sizes 

 describe a journey to a partner 

Learners can: 
 discuss how are friends are 

different to us and how we treat 

others, no matter how different 

they are 

 share feelings and thoughts about 

leaving nursery/starting P1 

 describe things they are looking 

forward to when they start school 

 describe ways to make new 

friends 

 

 Discussion - No matter how small we are, we are all equally 

important.  Even though the snail is small, he helps to save the 

whale. Think about your abilities. Is there anything that you 

thought you couldn't do, but you managed to do when you 

tried? 

 Circle time - discussions about transition worries/ things I am 

looking forward to at school etc. 

 Discussion - what makes a good friend?  What makes me 

happy/sad? 

 Use of emotions puppets  

 Stories about school 

 

 

 

I can: 
 share my thoughts and feelings 

about starting school 

 take turns when listening and talking 

in a group 

 say what makes me happy and sad 

 



Focus for Assessment: 
Learners can: 

 SAY: recount the story of ‘The Snail and the Whale’ 

 DO: explain what they know about snails and their habitats 

 MAKE: create their own snail and whale puppets 

 WRITE: indicate how they feel about starting school  

 

Reflecting on Learning: 
Link story to personal experiences and 

other similar stories  

Evaluation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


