
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A Great Start 
Children are well settled into the Nursery School 

and we hope everybody is now feeling more  

comfortable, familiar and relaxed within the  

Nursery community.  We are looking forward to 

working with you over the next year or two. 

October 

November 2015 

Kirkliston Nursery School  
Diary  Dates 

Parents’ Group Meetings 
PM Monday 5th Oct 2.30pm 

AM Wednesday 7th Oct 9am 

 

Nursery Curriculum Evening 

Tuesday 6th October 6-7pm 

 

Fundraising Dress Up Day 

Friday 9th October 

 

Visiting Dance Teacher 
Friday 9th October 

Friday 20th November 

 
Parent and Child Workshops  

Tuesday 3rd November—Blue and 

Green Groups together 

Tuesday 10th November—Orange 

and Purple Groups together 

Tuesday 17th November– Red and 

Yellow Groups together 

 

AM groups 9.00am to 10.00am 

PM groups 12.30pm to 1.30pm 

More information to follow 
 

Remembrance day 
Sunday 8th November 

 

Diwali 
Wednesday 11th November 

 

Primary School Enrolment 
Week beginning 9th November 

More information will follow 

 

Children in Need 
Friday 13th November 

 

Parent Consultations 

Pre-School 
Week beginning 9th Nov 

 

KPSA Christmas Market 

Saturday 28th November 

 

St Andrew’s Day 

   Monday 30th November 

 

Next Altogether Singalong   
  Friday 18th December 

Parent/Carer Partnership 
Many thanks to all new families who were able to 

come along to our recent induction evening.  We hope 

you found it useful.    

We had a great turn out for our Curriculum Evening 

and feedback has been very positive.  Our next event 

will be Parent/Child workshops—more information will 

follow soon.  Please note the dates in your diary. 

Thank you to all parents/carers who came to our 

Parent/Carer Group meetings.  These were very  

useful and we have a lot of ideas to work on.  The 

minutes will be sent to all families via email. 

 
Story sacks 

Nursery Story Sacks have been available to borrow 

for a few weeks now.  Story sacks are a wonderful 

learning resource that help to develop the literacy 

skills of listening, learning, talking, reading and  

writing.  It is important that adults share the sacks 

and support the children when using the workcard 

provided with the story sack.   

For those families who have not yet borrowed a 

Sack, they are available to borrow on a Friday and 

should be returned the following Thursday .   

All sacks cost 50p. 

 Thank you to the two parents who have  

volunteered to help with the checking and  

distribution of all Story Sacks.  We are always on 

the look-out for new helpers.  Please speak to 

Mrs McQue if you would like to help in future. 

We try to ensure all sacks have been carefully 

checked before issuing.  Please check all the  

contents are there when you first use the sack and 

let us know if anything is / was missing. 

It is important that everyone take particular care to 

ensure their sack is complete before returning it.  

Thank you.  

Fundraising Ideas 
In the past we have invited children and their  

families to participate in activities to raise funds for 

the nursery and also for charity.   

As our numbers have grown we are trying to raise 

money to purchase a second moveable Smartboard 

for nursery.  We have a few ideas to raise money but 

would be delighted if any parents/carers have any 

suggestions. 

Dress Up Day 

Children are invited to come to nursery in fancy 

dress on Friday 9th October for a suggested  

minimum donation of £1.00 

 

Bubble Tub Silver 

All children will be given a tub of bubbles just before 

the October holiday.  Please enjoy the bubbles and 

then fill up the tub with silver coins and bring back 

to nursery after the holiday. 

 

Nursery Welly Walk 

We aim to organise a sponsored ‘Welly Walk’ to raise 

funds towards the smartboard.  

 

Children in Need  

Children in Need is on Friday 13th November. 

We will soon share our fund raising plans with you. 

 

Christmas Shoe Boxes 

Once more we are taking part in the  

Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoe box appeal. 

This year each Nursery group will make up a box so 

we will be looking for donations nearer the time.  

 

KPSA Christmas Market 

We plan to have stall at the Christmas Market.  

Fundraising suggestions for this event were 

 discussed at the Parent Group Meeting and details 

will be given nearer the time. 

 
 

E Learning Journals 
All staff have been working very hard to  

improve our E Learning Journals.  The KPSA very 

kindly funded the purchase of 3 new iPads for  

nursery which means all key workers have an iPad to 

use with their group. 

We hope you find the E Learning Journal a  

useful way to share your child’s nursery  

journey.  There have been a few issues with email 

notifications.  Please check you have  

selected to  receive emails from Learning Journals in 

the settings tab (top right of your home page).  

Please note the emails are sent from Your Learning 

Journals not from  

Kirkliston Nursery or Wendy Peters. 

Please get in touch if you have any problems. 

Thank you. 

1 Plus 2 Languages Initiative 

The whole school is taking part in this initiative to 

develop the teaching and learning of additional 

language in schools.  We recently celebrated  

European Day by learning about various European 

countries.  Thank you to the parents who came 

into nursery to read stories in different 

languages.  We are focussing on simple French 

vocabulary in nursery so you may start hearing 

the odd French word from your children. 

 



Primary 1 School Enrolment 
There will be an open day held at the Primary school on  

Wednesday the 4th of November.  House and Vice Captains will be 

on hand to show prospective parents around the school.  

Times are as follows: 

9.15am-10.15am  

1.30-2.30pm  

 

Enrolment for next session’s school intake will take place at  

the Primary school on the week beginning the 9th November. 

Any child who is eligible for school next session should enrol  

during that week. 

Further details about school enrolment will be posted on the  

Nursery noticeboard next term. 

 

Visitors to Our Nursery 
As previously noted, we have invited the Fire brigade to visit our 

Nursery and a specialist Dance teacher.  We also plan to ask our 

Community Police officer to speak to children about his job/role 

and Road Safety.  We also hope to foster links with Kirkliston  

Library. 

  

The children really enjoy visits from other adults. If you 

would like to read or share a story with children in Nursery,  

just ask a member of staff and arrange a date and time. 

With many thanks from all the staff team for your ongoing  

encouragement and support. It is very much  

appreciated by us all. 

Celebration and Festivals 
We will be learning about a variety of celebrations and festivals 

over the upcoming weeks. 

 

Halloween—Friday 31st October 

All children will be given the opportunity to ‘Dook’ for an apple 

and to carve a group pumpkin.  We encourage children not dress 

up for Halloween as it has frightened other children in the past.  

If you wish to opt out of any of these activities, please let 

nursery staff know.  Thank you. 

 

Fireworks Night—5th November 

Throughout the months of October and November, children will 

investigate light and dark, shape, colour and pattern linked to 

this British tradition.  We hope to invite some local Firefighters 

to talk to children about keeping safe around fireworks, bonfires 

and the use of sparklers. 

 

Book Week Scotland  

Monday 23rd to Friday 27th November 

 

St Andrew’s Day—Monday 30th November 

We will learn about and celebrate St Andrew’s day with  

traditional Scottish songs and dances.   

 

Diwali— Wednesday 11th November 

We will learn about this Hindu festival of lights through the 

story of Rama and Sita and by creating our own Rangoli patterns. 

Seasonal changes 

We are now well and truly into Autumn and 

this will be reflected in seasonal nursery 

activities.  We plan to go out on Autumn 

walks with the children, as staffing and 

weather conditions permit.   

 

Art and craft activities will feature Autumn 

colours, textures and shapes and we will be placing great focus on 

investigating light/dark and the changes that happen at this time 

of year.  We will link this to Road safety and how to ‘Be Safe, Be 

Seen’ on the darker mornings and evenings. 

 

Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for nursery as 

we encourage and value all outdoor learning opportunities.   

Please name all coats, hats and gloves. 

Pre-school Parent Consultations: 

Week beginning 9th November 
This is a chance to discuss your child’s skills, interests and  

learning in the Nursery.  

Please ensure that you book a time by adding your name to our  

appointment sheets which will be available nearer the time.  If 

you are unable to come into nursery, then please ring or email and 

we will make every effort to accommodate your wishes and ar-

range a suitable meeting time. 

Blue Group — Monday 9th November 

Orange Group —Wednesday 11th November 

Green  Group — Thursday 12th November 

Purple Group — Friday 13th November 

Red Group — Monday 16th November 

Yellow Group  — Wednesday 18th November 

IMPORTANT—PLEASE READ 

We have received several complaints about  

people leaving the nursery gates open.   

This puts all the nursery children at risk.   

ALWAYS CLOSE THE GATES BEHIND YOU.   

Please share this with all child-minders, grand-

parents and friends who pick up or drop off  

children at nursery. 

PLEASE DO NOT LET ANY  

UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN THROUGH 

THE GATES. 

PLEASE DO NOT LET CHILDREN OF ANY 

AGE OPEN THE GATES. 

 

If driving to nursery please be considerate to our 

neighbours and pedestrians — avoid parking on 

the pavements.  Thank you. 

 






