
Kirkliston Nursery School  
 

May / June 2016 
Transition to Primary School 

The transition to Primary School has now 
started with a visit from P1 classes to 
share their learning about money. Our 
children going to Kirkliston Primary 
school will visit the school in both small 
groups and whole nursery class groups. 

All visits have been carefully planned to 
provide a range of opportunities to 
ensure a smooth transition to the 
primary school. They also offer our 
nursery children the chance to meet new 
children coming to school from other 
nursery provision. All dates and times 
have been sent out already. 

The aim of the planned visits is to enable 
children to become more familiar with 
the school and to enjoy positive 
experiences in the Primary School 
environment.  

We  ask that children are dropped off 
at nursery at the usual time for the 
first 3 sessions and collected at the 
school at 3.00. On 8th June they 
should be dropped at school at 1.30 
and collected at school at 1.30 

Children who will attend other primary 
schools should come to nursery and be 
collected from nursery at the usual times. 

Dates for your Diary 

Altogether Songtime 
Friday 24th June 

 
Nursery is closed on the 

following dates 
 

May Day — Monday 2nd May 
 

In-service—Thursday 5th May 
 

Victoria Day— Monday 23rd May 
 

Children Returning in August 
Consultations 

   Yellow Group    Tues 24th May  
   Blue Group     Wed 25th May  
   Orange Group Thurs 26th May  
   Purple Group     Fri 27th May  
   Red Group    Mon 30th May 

Look out for the sign up sheet 
nearer the time. 

 
Children going to School 

Consultations 
 Red Group    Mon 30th May 
Yellow Group   Tues 31st May 
Blue Group   Wed 1st June 

   Orange Group   Thurs 2nd June 
Purple Group      Fri 3rd June 

Look out for the sign up sheet 
nearer the time. 

 
Learning Experiences this term 

We have had a number of difficulties 
in getting a bus booked for a trip this 
term as a result of the ongoing 
problems in other Edinburgh schools. 
We have decided to offer the children 
going to school a range of local 
experiences this term linked to their 
learning, including visiting the library 
to find topic books, going to Scotmid 
to buy fruit for snack and a visit to 
Conifox to buy plants for the garden 
and have a picnic. 
Both morning and afternoon nursery 
children will receive a taster session 
with Enjoy-A-Ball and a visit from 
‘Cool Creatures’. This will be a 
minibeast handling session linked to 
our current theme in Nursery. 

 

Young Learners Personal Learning 
Progress 

Reports will be distributed to the Parents/
Carers of all children going to school this 
session. 

These reports will be shared at your 
c h i l d ’ s  P a r e n t s ’  a p po i n t m e n t .  
Consultations will ensure all our parents 
have the opportunity to discuss their 
child’s progress in learning and share 
next steps prior to entering Primary 1.  

Appointments will take place throughout 
the day to enable Mrs McCay to see all 
the Red, Blue ,Purple, Orange and Yellow 
families.  Mrs Clark has already met with 
Parents and Carers of children in the 
Green group.   

Families of children returning in August 
will also be invited to meet with their 
child’s key worker for a ‘Cosy Chat’. 
Parents and carers of these children 
should sign up for an appointment.  
Clipboards will be placed in the entrance 
hall for you to do so nearer the time. 

Be Safe in the Sun 

Please ensure you put sunscreen on 
your child before coming into 
nursery.  Nursery staff are not able 
to apply sunscreen to children, 
therefore we have to ask parents to 
take on this responsibility. 

Also please supply a named sun 
hat for your child. 

 

 
 

 

Learning Journals and Moving Into 
P1 

Staff continue to work hard to ensure 
your child’s E learning journal reflects 
the range of work and activities your 
child is involved in at Nursery. We 
would like to get more feedback from 
you and your child about the use of the 
journals and how our families engage 
with them. Look out for a survey before 
the end of term  on this subject. 

As part of a cluster initiative our 
children moving into P1 have been 
completing a range of tasks at home 
linked to transition. We have one due 
back on 6th May and 2 further tasks 
after this.  The activities are based on a 
series of posters with suggestions of 
activities to support the development of 
your children before starting school. The 
aim is to record participation of 85% in 
the tasks, which we are getting closer to 
every time!  

 

 

Gala Day dates for your diary 

Wednesday 8th June  - Children’s 
entertainer  at 4-4.45. Tickets will be on 
sale in the Nursery nearer the time. 

Thursday 9th June - Disco/Party 3.45-
4.30. Pay on the door 

Look out for more details later 



REMINDERS 

PLEASE, PLEASE,  PLEASE NAME ALL YOUR 

CHILD’S CLOTHING, SHOES AND OTHER 

BELONGINGS. 

WE HAVE A CONSTANT COLLECTION OF LOST 

PROPERTY WHICH WE CANNOT RETURN BECAUSE 

IT IS NOT NAMED.  

With our increased numbers it is very 

important for children to become more 

independent with changing shoes, coats and 

toileting.  Please continue to encourage this at 

home.  Also please try to avoid shoes with 

laces as the children really struggle with 

these.  Thank you. 

Please remember to let us know if 

there are any changes regarding your 

child’s medication. It is very important 

that we have up to date records on our 

children’s health. 

Please continue to park with due consideration 
to our neighbours and pedestrians.  If you are 
involved in the P1 transition please be aware of 
parking difficulties at the main school due to 
the building work.   

Thank you 

Moving On Day 

Tuesday 8th June 2016 

As part of the overall transition 
programme, we are holding a  

‘Moving On Day’ at Nursery on 

Tuesday 8th June. 

All children going to school will  
attend Kirkliston Primary School on 

this day (1.30pm-3pm) as part of 
our Transition programme. 

On Tuesday 8th June most children 
who will be returning in August will 
attend the Afternoon session from 

12.20 – 3.30pm.  

All new children who are due to start in 
August are invited to attend Nursery 
School in the morning on this day. 

Further arrangements and a reminder for 
this event will be sent 
out at a later date. 

Invitations will be sent 
out to our new nursery 
intake and as you will 
be aware our capacity 
continues to be 70 AM and 70 PM 
places.  

  

 

Staffing 

We are pleased to say that Mrs 
McCay and Miss Cameron have set-
tled into the Nursery team since join-
ing us after Easter. Miss Cameron is 
working with Mrs Clarke until she 
goes into hospital for a foot operation 
and will take over the Green groups 
from 6th May. We wish Mrs Clarke a 
speedy recovery and look forward to 
welcoming her back in the new ses-
sion. 

We are lucky to have such a strong 
experienced team who challenge, sup-
port and nurture our children so well.  

Many thanks for your continued support from  

all at Kirkliston Nursery School  

 

Eco and Garden Update 
We are in the process of applying for our next 
Green flag—it’s amazing how much work the 
children do in the Nursery when we stop and 
add it all up. Look out for our new display near 
the front door where the children use stickers 
to record when they carry out an eco task. 

Our garden work continues to make slow 
progress but we are hopeful the metal fences 
will be removed soon so we can access the side 
garden. We have some exciting plans moving 
forward and are planning a visit to Conifox 
with the children this term to buy some new 
plants for different areas. Our Parents/Carers 
Eco and Garden group will meet again on 
Thursday 12th May at 11am. Anyone else 
who is interested is very welcome to join us 
and we will let new parents/carers joining us in 
August know about this too. Our children are 
also very involved in the improvements. Their 
mindmaps and ideas will soon be in the Eco 
Floor book and display. 

Gate and Door Security 

 

Please do not hold the doors or gates 
open for children at drop off or 
collection times.  Please do not let 
children open the gates at any time.  

Thank you for adhering to our one 
way system at drop off and collection 
times.  This ensures a member of staff 
can monitor who is entering and 
leaving the building at such busy 
times. 

June Summer Garden Party 

Our end of term garden party will take 
place on  the morning and afternoon of 
Friday the 24th of June.   

Due to our increased roll we are unable  
to invite parents/carers to attend our 
parties.  However, we will hold a final 
sing along for parents/carers  at the close 
of the party.  

We will celebrate with our children 
moving on to primary school and wish 
them well on their next step along the 
life long learning road. 

Details of the Party will be sent out in 
June. 

 

 

Volunteers needed! 

It is that time of year again when we have 
to audit our story sacks and play-a-long 
maths sacks.  Please speak to Catherine 
McQue if you are able to help. This can be 
done in nursery or at home, from week 
beginning 6th June. 

Could we ask that all Story sacks are re-
turned week ending 3rd June. 

E mails will also come out at different 
times looking for parents to support us on 
various local trips. 

 

End of Term Arrangements 

The last day for the afternoon children is 
Wednesday 29th June.  

The last session for morning children is 
Thursday 30th June. 

Pupils return to nursery on Wednesday 


