
 

 

 

 

A Great Start 
We had a wonderful first term  and welcomed lots of 

new children and families to Kirkliston Nursery. We 

hope you all feel part of our Nursery family as we 

move towards a busy second term! All the children 

have come back very settled and we look forward to 

taking part in lots of activities together this term. 

November and 

December 2017 

Kirkliston Nursery School  
Diary  Dates 

 
Stay and Play Sessions 

Mon 13th  Nov—Green Group 

Tues 14th  Nov—  Orange Group                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Wed 15th Nov—Yellow Group 

Thurs 16th  Nov—Blue Group 

Fri 17th  Nov—Purple Group 

Mon 20th  Nov— Red Group 

AM—9.15-10.15 (Maths 9.15-9.35) 

PM—1.00-2.00 (Maths 1.00-1.20) 

 

Primary School Open Day 

Thursday 2nd November 

9.15-10.15 or 1.30-2.30 

 

Welly Walk Dates 
Wed 1st Nov— Red & Orange Groups 

Thurs 2nd Nov—Blue & Green Groups 

AM—9.15-100.15 

PM—1.00-2.00 

 

Primary School Enrolment 
Week beginning 6th November 

Sign up sheets for appointments 

are available in Nursery and at 

School. 

 

Parent Consultations 

Children going to School 
Monday 30th October– Monday 

6th November 

 

KPSA Christmas Market 

Saturday 25th November 

10am-1pm at the school 

 

Scottish Book Week 

Monday 27 November – Sunday 3 

December 2017  

 

St Andrew’s Day 

   Thursday30th November 

 

Christmas Nativity 

Tuesday 12th December at 

the Primary School 

AM  10.15-11.15am 

PM    2.00—3.00pm 

 

Christmas Parties 

Thursday 21st December 

 

Finish for holidays 
AM Friday 22nd December   

Parent/Carer Partnership 
By the end of this week all parents will have had a 

consultation with their child’s key worker. We invite 

you to come in for a stay and p;ay session with your 

child’s group later in November and hope to have a 

PEEP group in the near future.  

Thank you to all parents/carers who came to our 

Parent/Carer Group meetings.  These were very  

useful and we have a lot of ideas to work on.  The 

minutes have been sent to all families via email.  

 
Story sacks 

Nursery Story Sacks have been available to borrow 

for a few weeks now.  Story sacks are a wonderful 

learning resource that help to develop the literacy 

skills of listening, learning, talking, reading and  

writing.  It is important that adults share the sacks 

and support the children when using the workcard 

provided with the story sack.   

Storysacks are available to borrow on a Thursday 

and should be returned the following Wednesday.   

 Thank you to the parents who have  

volunteered to help with the checking and  

distribution of all Story Sacks.  

We try to ensure all sacks have been carefully 

checked before issuing.  Please check all the  

contents are there when you first use the sack and 

let us know if anything is / was missing. 

It is important that everyone takes particular care 

to ensure their sack is complete before returning it.  

With our welly walk money we hope to begin making 

our special interest story sacks available soon. These 

will be available from the back area on Thursdays but 

will be kept separate from the other sacks so they 

are available for parents rather than having children 

choose the book themselves. Our aim is to have spe-

cial interest sacks for the following areas; sleeping, 

fussy eaters, bereavement, illness, separation/ new 

families, new baby, moving house and children with 

additional needs. We will let you know as soon as they 

are made up, but if you have any ideas for them , 

please let Mrs McQue know. 

 

Thank you 

Fundraising News 
We continue to invite  children and their  

families to participate in activities to raise funds for 

the nursery and also for charity.   

We have a few ideas to raise money but would be 

delighted if any parents/carers have any suggestions. 

We are raising money to create some new special 

interest story sacks and have plans to create a quiet 

area in the back room of the nursery and would like 

to buy some resources to support this.  

MacMillan coffee Morning 

We raised a fantastic £348 with our coffee morning 

and afternoon. Thank you very much to everyone who 

came along, baked for us and helped out on the day. 

It was lovely to see so many families there, raising 

money for such a good cause.  

Nursery Welly Walk 

Our Welly Walks are under way now with the chil-

dren exploring the local area and collecting autumn 

treasures. Please hand in any sponsor money raised 

to the office as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Christmas Raffle 

Last year we held a successful Christmas raffle at 

the Nursery Nativity performance with hampers 

from Scotmid filled with Xmas goodies and a range 

of other prizes donated by our families.  We will be 

doing this again this year and are appealing for any 

donations for this, big or small. We also hope to make 

some Christmas decorations with the children in 

Nursery to sell at the Nativity performance at 

school. Further details will follow nearer the time. 

Christmas Nativity 

We will hold our Nativity performances at the  Pri-

mary school again this year. We received very posi-

tive feedback from parents and children last year, 

who enjoyed the opportunity to watch their child’s 

special performance! It is also a good transition op-

portunity for all our children to get to know the 

school. Tickets will be issued (free of cost) nearer 

the time. 

 
 

ECO SCHOOLS NEWS 

 

Mrs Picton and Mrs Marshall continue to 

lead us on Eco matters. This year we are focussing 

on our Nursery garden, biodiversity and food. We 

have been making some changes outside to encourage 

the children to make good use of the space and to 

support wildlife and planting in the garden.  The 

children are always involved with recycling our paper 

waste, food waste from snack and water from the 

water tray. They sing the Kirkliston Nursery Eco 

School song regularly and are asked their opinion and 

ideas on all the changes we propose in the garden. 

Food For Thought Grant 

We received a grant this year of £760 to help 

fund some of our changes to help develop the 

children’s understanding of the processes of 

food from planting to eating. We have rear-

ranged and expanded our mud kitchen outside 

and have wood to create new planters to cre-

ate a bigger planting area. We aim to plant 

wheat and a bigger range of fruit and vegeta-

bles to use in Nursery at snack time. We’ll 

keep you posted on our progress! 



.Seasonal changes    

We are now well and truly into Autumn and this will be 

reflected in seasonal nursery activities.  Each group 

are baking or cooking a range of seasonal foods and all 

our groups will be doing a Welly Walk around the vil-

lage.  

Art and craft activities will feature Autumn colours, textures and 

shapes and we will be placing great focus on investigating light/

dark and the changes that happen at this time of year. We will 

link this to Road safety and how to ‘Be Safe, Be Seen’ on the dark-

er mornings and evenings. 

Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for nursery as 

the weather changes, as we encourage and value all outdoor learn-

ing opportunities.   

Please name all coats, jumpers, hats and gloves. 

We are running low on spare clothes for children in nursery 

particularly trousers, pants and socks for both boys and girls. 

If you have any clothes that don’t fit any more or clothes to 

return to nursery please do so as soon as possible.  

 

E Learning Journals 
Our staff continue to work hard on keeping you informed about 

your child through the E journals. We are now using them to track 

and monitor progress. We hope you find the E Learning Journal a 

useful way to share your child’s nursery journey.  Please check you 

have selected to receive emails from Learning Journals in the set-

tings tab (top right of your home page) and note the emails are 

sent from Your Learning Journals not from Kirkliston Nursery or 

Wendy Peters. Please get in touch if you have any problems. 

With many thanks from all the staff team for your ongoing  

encouragement and support. It is very much  

appreciated by us all. 

Celebration and Festivals 
We will be learning about a variety of celebrations and festivals 

over the upcoming weeks. 

 

Fireworks Night—5th November 

Throughout the months of October and November, children will 

investigate light and dark, shape, colour and pattern linked to 

this British tradition.  We will discuss safety around fireworks 

and have had a visit from the fire crew at Queensferry with 

their Fire Engine to help us understand what they do.  

 

Book Week Scotland—Mon  27 November – Fri 1st December  

We’ll be sharing Scottish books and stories in Nursery and at 

home. We hope to arrange times to read with pupils visiting us 

from the school and invite any parents to join us to read a story 

to a group, especially stories from different countries and in 

other languages. Please get in touch if you are willing to do this. 

 

St Andrew’s Day—Thursday 30th November 

We will learn about and celebrate St Andrew’s day with  

traditional Scottish songs and dances.  We’ll look at 

the work of Scottish Artists and have some tasty Scottish 

snacks during this week too.  If your child would like to wear 

tartan they are welcome to do this on the Thursday. 

Primary 1 School Open Day 
There will be an open day held at the Primary school on  

Thursday 2nd of November.  House and Vice Captains will be on 

hand to show prospective parents around the school.  

Times are as follows: 

9.15am-10.15am  

1.30-2.30pm  

 

Primary 1 School Enrolment 
Enrolment for next session’s school intake will take place at  

the Primary school on the week beginning the 6th November. 

Any child who is eligible for school next session (including January 

and February birthdays) should enrol  

during that week. 

Stay and Play Sessions  
This is an opportunity to stay in Nursery for an hour on specific 

days for each group (see diary dates overleaf) and to observe and 

join in with your child in their session at Nursery.  

In response to feedback from Parents last year, we have brought 

this forward in the calendar and are also including a short ‘group 

time’ activity focussing on Maths. This will let you see another 

aspect of your child’s time at nursery, as well as giving you some 

ideas about how to support your child with numeracy at this age.   

We will also issue a short leaflet and list of resources available 

for parents to support numeracy at home.  

The maths group activity will be at the start of your hour (9.15 

and 1.00) and will last approx. 20 mins in the gym room. You are 

welcome to stay for as long or short a time as you wish within the 

hour. Younger siblings are welcome too, however we ask you to 

keep them with you at all times.  

We hope you enjoy this time in nursery with your child—it gives 

you an opportunity to see how they play and who they play with 

and also how independent they can be! 

IMPORTANT—PLEASE READ 

We have received several complaints about  

people leaving the nursery gates open.   

This puts all the nursery children at risk.   

ALWAYS CLOSE BOTH GATES BEHIND 

YOU.   

Please share this with all child-minders, grand-

parents and friends who pick up or drop off  

children at nursery. 

PLEASE DO NOT LET ANY  

UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN THROUGH 

THE GATES. 

PLEASE DO NOT LET CHILDREN OF ANY 

AGE OPEN THE GATES. 

If driving to nursery please be considerate to our 

neighbours and pedestrians — avoid parking on 

the pavements.  Thank you. 





 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


